Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 22, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

We write to urge the Trump administration to swiftly demand that Israel allow free and
independent press access to Gaza. We welcome reports that the Trump administration has been
requesting that the Netanyahu government allow foreign journalists into Gaza now that a
ceasefire is in place', and we urge the administration to amplify this pressure and prioritize this
request as part of the ongoing talks with the Netanyahu government on the path to peace in the
region. Free and independent press access to Gaza is crucial to facilitate the public’s right to
uncensored and impartial information, to monitor implementation of the current ceasefire, and to
ensure that Americans, Israelis, and the rest of the world have a factual accounting of what is
occurring on the ground in Gaza.

As you know, the Netanyahu government has imposed a foreign press blockade since October 7,
2023. To date, the Isracli Defense Forces has only allowed highly controlled and censored
military-escorted trips into Gaza for select international media who are not permitted to freely
engage with Palestinians. These trips only last for a few hours and follow the itineraries set by
the military. In August 2025, BBC was taken into Gaza by the Israeli military and reported “The
brief visit was highly controlled and offered no access to Palestinians, or other areas of Gaza.
Military censorship laws in Israel mean that military personnel were shown our material before
publication.”

Meaningful and unimpeded press access in Gaza is necessary for the international community to
have unbiased information to understand the rapidly changing environment, especially as the
administration plans for Gaza’s post-war governance in accordance with regional partners and a
reformed Palestinian Authority. There is high demand for oversight of the distribution of
humanitarian aid, in-depth understanding of how Gazans want to see their future shaped without
Hamas, and critical verification of how all parties are either adhering to or violating the fragile
ceasefire.
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Foreign journalists have consistently reported in high-risk, high-casualty, and volatile armed
conflicts - including Iraq, Afghanistan, and Ukraine — without military or government approval
or monitoring. In fact, the Foreign Press Association — which represents journalists working for
international news organizations reporting from Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza Strip — has
repeatedly called for immediate access to Gaza and even petitioned the Israeli High Court of
Justice demanding such access. At a court hearing on October 23, the Israeli government
acknowledged that the ceasefire constituted a significant change in circumstances and justified a
review of policy towards press access, and yet the state requested and was granted another 30-
day delay to update its position.’ This month, the Israeli High Court of Justice granted the 9™
delay since the petition was filed in September 2024.* We urge you to use this opportunity to
press the Netanyahu government to open Gaza’s borders to foreign journalists.

The Netanyahu government’s insistence on barring journalists from Gaza on safety and security
grounds counters journalistic precedent and stands in stark contrast to the alarming number of
Palestinian journalists killed in Gaza. The world has relied on brave Palestinian journalists and
media for uncensored reporting from Gaza at great personal risk. At least 206 journalists and
media workers have been killed in Gaza by the Israeli armed forces’, the most in any modern
conflict. The Netanyahu government has both denied and justified targeting journalists.
Following the August 10 killing of six journalists by an airstrike on a hospital complex in Gaza,
the IDF released a statement saying the IDF “does not target journalists as such.” At the same
time, the Netanyahu government repeated its accusation that a prominent Palestinian journalist
killed in the attack, Anas Al-Sharif, was a Hamas-linked terrorist without providing any reliable
evidence.*

Press freedom and freedom of expression are protected as fundamental rights even during
wartime under Article 19 of the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political
rights, guaranteeing the right to opinions without interference and "freedom to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers.” Israel has ratified this
covenant.® We encourage this Administration to remind the Netanyahu government of its
commitment to protecting free and independent press and the safety of journalists.

As the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza continues and the ceasefire continues to take shape, it is
all the more important that the foreign journalists have free and independent access to the Strip to
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provide a window to the rest of the world. We urge this administration to swiftly demand free

and independent press access to Gaza.

Given the urgent concerns outlined in this letter, we request a response within two weeks.
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Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator
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Elizhbeth Warren
United States Senator
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Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator
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Tim Kaine
United States Senator
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Bernard Sanders
United States Senator
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Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator

Sincerely,
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Brian Schatz
United States Senator
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J effre’yﬂerkley
United States Senator
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Peter Welch
United States Senator

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator
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Tina Smith
United States Senator
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Ron Wyden
United States Senator




United States Senator
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Ben Ray LuJ\é'n
United States Senator
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Tamm{/buckworth
United States Senator
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Martin Heinrich
United States Senator
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Amy KteBuchar
United States Senator




