CHRIS VAN HOLLEN COMMITTEES
MARYLAND
APPROPRIATIONS
SH-110 HART SENATE OFFiCE Bunping
WasrinGgToN DC 20510 BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

e Linited States Senate

ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

March 20, 2019

Mr. Jack Evans

Chair

WMATA Board of Directors
600 5th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Evans:

I am writing to express my support of the proposal to end the “Silver Spring turnback™ of
Red Line trains that was recently approved by the Metro Board of Directors’ Finance and Capital
Committee.

[ greatly appreciate WMATA’s decision last year to end the “Grosvenor turnback” on the
west end of the Red Line, and I support similar treatment for riders beyond Silver Spring on the
east end. Since 1984, half of the trains on the Red Line have turned around at the Silver Spring
station rather than continuing on to the Glenmeont station at the end of the line. With nearly
11,000 riders north of Silver Spring utilizing the stations at Forest Glen, Wheaton, and
Glenmont, this limitation is not only unfair for passengers who pay the same fees for reduced
service but is an impediment to the economic growth of these communities.

I have heard from many of my constituents who ride beyond Silver Spring and support an
end to the turnback, which will deliver more regular service to their stations. I appreciate the
action of Metro’s Finance and Capital Committee to expand access for these riders and urge the
full Board to support this proposal.

I appreciate your time and consideration of this matter.

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator
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