Eongress of the fnited States
Washington, BC 20515

April 2, 2020

The Honorable Eugene Scalia
Secretary of Labor

U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Scalia,

We urge you to issue guidance clarifying that the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program
enacted by the CARES Act covers Peace Corps, AmeriCorps, and other national service
participants. Such guidance would reflect our understanding of the law.

Peace Corps and AmeriCorps participants advance our nation’s interests at home and around the
world by providing education, health, and economic development opportunities to the
communities they serve. Due to the spread of COVID-19, the Peace Corps has suspended
international operations, ending the service of more than 7,300 participants. While Peace Corps
and AmeriCorps participants receive a stipend for their service, they are not eligible for regular
unemployment insurance (Ul).

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance provides benefits to workers who are not covered by the
regular Ul system and lose their job for reasons related to COVID-19. The place of employment
for Peace Corps participants closed as a direct result of the COVID-19 public health emergency
when Peace Corps suspended all operations worldwide, which is one of the specified eligibility
criteria for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance.! Other national service participants, including
AmeriCorps members, whose service is terminated as a result of COVID-19 should also be
eligible. Guidance on this issue would provide necessary clarification for affected participants
and important determinations on related issues, such as how Peace Corps readjustment and
evacuation allowances affect Pandemic Unemployment Assistance benefits.

The Department of Labor has previously determined that Peace Corps and AmeriCorps service
does not constitute an employer-employee relationship for the purposes of regular Ul, but that
should not exclude these participants from Pandemic Unemployment Assistance. Independent
contractors and gig economy workers also do not have an employer-employee relationship for
regular Ul, and the purpose of Pandemic Unemployment Assistance is to extend coverage to
these workers and others in a broader range of work situations not covered by regular Ul.

We believe the terms of Pandemic Unemployment Assistance cover Peace Corps and
AmeriCorps participants. If you believe there is ambiguity, however, we urge you to use the

L CARES Act, Sec. 2102(a)(3)(A)(ii)(1)(jj)



authority that Congress provided in the CARES Act to add additional eligibility criteria to extend
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance coverage to participants in these programs.?

Thank you for your consideration, and we hope you will provide much needed certainty in this

matter as soon as possible.
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