@onoress of the Anited States
flashington, BE 20515

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Mike Johnson
Majority Leader Speaker of the House

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Minority Leader Democratic Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 205135

Dear Congressional Leadership:

The Maryland Congressional Delegation is pleased to submit the enclosed items for inclusion in
the Semiquincentennial Congressional Time Capsule: 1) a Commemorative Coin for the 100™
Anniversary of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and 2) a 15-star United States flag flown over
the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House in Baltimore, Maryland on July 4, 2026 in recognition of
the Semiquincentennial.

The B&O Anniversary Coin was selected because of the significance of the B&O Railroad,
which was chartered on February 28, 1827, and was the first-ever railroad to carry both
passengers and freight for a toll. It pioneered railway engineering and spurred industrial
opportunity for the United States. Notably, construction of the B&O Railroad started on July 4,
1828, and the event featured Charles Carroll, the last living signer of the Declaration of
Independence.

The 15-Star Flag is known as the Fort McHenry Flag and inspired the 1814 penning of the
United States national anthem. The Star-Spangled Banner, by Francis Scott Key. The flag that
was flying at Fort McHenry that day was sewn at 844 E. Pratt Street in Baltimore by Mary
Pickersgill, members of her family, and indentured and enslaved African-American women.
Today, that address is known as the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, and this particular flag
was flown over the Flag House on July 4, 2026, on the occasion of the 250" anniversary.

-

Chris Van Hollen Angela D. Alsobrooks
United States Senator United States Senator
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Baltimore & Chio Rallroad Centenary Seuvenic Medal, 1927
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